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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
Common Service with Communion  Christian Worship, p. 15 

The Common Service © Northwestern Publishing House 1993. All rights reserved.   
Used by permission, including hymns 235, 155, 476, 377, 562, and Psalm 66 Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-714955 

 

OPENING HYMN  235 - Praise the Almighty; My Soul, Adore Him 
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INVOCATION 
 
Minister In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   
 

 

M Beloved in the Lord:  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 

Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on me a sinner. 

 

LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 
 

 
 

 Congregation               A            -         men. 
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ABSOLUTION 
 

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.  

 
 

 

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord: 
Songwriters: Chris Tomlin / Jesse Reeves / Louie Giglio / Matt Maher I Will Rise lyrics © EMI Music Publishing 

 

There’s a peace I’ve come to know Though my heart and flesh may fail 

There’s an anchor for my soul I can say “It is well” 
Refrain: Jesus has overcome And the grave is overwhelmed 

The victory is won He is risen from the dead 

And I will rise when He calls my name No more sorrow, no more pain 

I will rise on eagles’ wings Before my God fall on my knees And rise I will rise 
 

There’s a day that’s drawing near When this darkness breaks to light 

And the shadows disappear And my faith shall be my eyes 
Refrain 

 

And I hear the voice of many angels sing, “Worthy is the Lamb” 
And I hear the cry of every longing heart, “Worthy is the Lamb” 

And I hear the voice of many angels sing, “Worthy is the Lamb” 

And I hear the cry of every longing heart, “Worthy is the Lamb” 

And I will rise when He calls my name No more sorrow, no more pain 
I will rise on eagles’ wings Before my God fall on my knees And rise I will rise 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

M The Lord be with you. 
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M Let us pray.  Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire us 

to think those things that are true and long for those things that are good, that we may 
always make our petitions according to your gracious will; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  

 

 

 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON  Acts 17:22-31 
In Athens Paul’s sermon revealed the “Unknown God” and explained that we all live “in” 

the one true God. 

 
ACTS 17:22

 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “Men of 

Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. 
23

 For as I walked around and 

looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: 

TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to 
proclaim to you. 

 

    
24

 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and 
earth and does not live in temples built by hands. 

25
 And he is not served by human 

hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and 

everything else. 
26

 From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit 
the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they 

should live. 
27

 God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him 

and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. 
28 

‘For in him we live and move 

and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ 
 

    
29

 “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine 

being is like gold or silver or stone--an image made by man’s design and skill. 
30

 In the 
past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to 

repent.
 31

 For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he 

has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead.” 

 

 



[6] 

PSALM Psalm 66 
Refrain Tune: Steven Warner. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL,  

www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

The men will sing the first line of each verse. The women will sing the second line. 

 
 
(Men) Shout with joy to God, | all the earth!* 

(Women) Sing the glory of his name; make his praise | glorious! 

 

Praise our God, O | peoples,* 

let the sound of his | praise be heard. 

 

He has pre | served our lives* 

and kept our feet from | slipping.  Refrain 

 

Come and listen, all you who | fear God;* 

let me tell you what he has | done for me. 

 

If I had cherished sin | in my heart,* 

the Lord would not have | listened; 

 

but God has surely | listened* 

and heard my | voice in prayer. 

 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit, 

as it was in the be | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.  Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON  1 Peter 3:15-22 
Living in the living Lord means being ready to tell the Good News. 

 
1 PETER 3:15

 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an 

answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do 
this with gentleness and respect, 

16
 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak 

maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 
17

 It is 

better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 
18

 For Christ died 
for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to 

death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 
19

 through whom also he went and 

preached to the spirits in prison 
20 

who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in 

the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were 
saved through water, 

21
 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also--not 

the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It 

saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
22

 who has gone into heaven and is at God’s 
right hand--with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him. 

 

   

 

VERSE OF THE DAY  

 
Jesus, your boundless love to me  

No thought can reach, no tongue declare. 

Dwell in my heart eternally,  

And reign without a rival there. 

To you alone, dear Lord, I live;  
Myself to you, dear Lord, I give. (479:1) 

 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

After the announcement of the Gospel the congregation responds: 
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GOSPEL  John 14:15-21 
Our response to life with the Lord includes love and obedience to His will. 

 
JOHN 14:15

 “If you love me, you will obey what I command. 
16 

And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever-- 

17
 the Spirit of truth. The 

world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, 

for he lives with you and will be in you. 
18

 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to 

you. 
19

 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I 
live, you also will live. 

20
 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are 

in me, and I am in you.
 21

 Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who 

loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show 
myself to him.” 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds: 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE NICENE CREED 
 
C We  believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth, 

   of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

   eternally begotten of the Father, 

   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

   begotten, not made, 

   of one being with the Father. 

          Through him all things were made. 

          For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

   and became fully human. 

          For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

          He suffered death and was buried, 

         On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

          He ascended into heaven 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

   and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the Lord, the giver of life, 

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 

           We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

           We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

           We look for the resurrection of the dead 

   and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 476 - Thee Will I Love, My Strength, My Tower 
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SERMON 
 John 14:19 

 

Easter Hits Home 

 

 

 

PRAISE AND PRAYER 
 

 

 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

 
 

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER 

 

GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 

 

MUSICAL OFFERTORY 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.  

 

Brief silence  
 

For the Church, that the Lord would bless and protect His people in a world where so 

many worship false gods, known and unknown; and that He would give His saints a clear 
and bold proclamation of Jesus Christ, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the government and those who protect us, that they may be strengthened and upheld 

in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the lonely, the destitute and the homeless, that the Lord who sustains all things would 

grant them companionship, food and shelter; and that we as His people might be His 
hands and feet in love for others, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all who are in need of relief [including ____________], that the Lord who gives 
mankind life and breath and everything would provide healing and restoration according 

to His gracious will, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all who receive Holy Communion today, that the Christ who did not leave His people 
as orphans would strengthen the faith of His penitent children with His very body and 

blood, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 
For the saints who have gone before us and stand before the Lord in glory, let us give 

thanks to the Lord; and that we might remain steadfast in the faith until we, too, see 

Christ in glory, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 

We give You thanks, almighty God, that as You gave Your Son to be our Redeemer, so 

You send forth Your Holy Spirit to sanctify and keep us in the faith. Continue to pour out 

Your Spirit upon Your Church so that, enlivened by His work in the Means of Grace, we 
might remain steadfast until You deliver us to heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, 

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins,  

 as we forgive those  

 who sin against us.   

Lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours   

 now and forever.  Amen. 

 
THE SACRAMENT 

 

 

PREFACE and PROPER PREFACES 
 

M The Lord be with you. 

 
 

M Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

M Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
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M It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
and we praise you especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son, the true 

Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away the sins of the world and by his 

resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts 

of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

 
 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei)  
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DISTRIBUTION 
 

The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with 

Christ and with one another as Christians who are united around a common confession 

of faith.  Therefore, we ask that only those who are members of Calvary or churches 
within our fellowship come forward to receive the Lord’s Supper. 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 377 - Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice 
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THANKSGIVING 
 

SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimittis) 

 
 

 
 

 
M O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

  
 

 

PRAYER AND BLESSING 
 

M We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We 

pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 

another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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M The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
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CLOSING HYMN  562 - I Love to Tell the Story 

 


